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Welcome to the second and perhaps most important half of this International 


Conference on Teaching and Research Related to Women. 


Present in the hall today are many women and some men from a variety of 
countries across the world who are anxious to amend or develop the research 

and teaching policies wherever we are working in order to make known the contri- 
bution of women to society, to improve our condition and to change the world. 


Also present are many others who have come to observe our work. 


All the participants here are here as individuals who wish to share their 
knowledge and forge links among experts in their field across the world. 

We are all aware and bitterly regret that a number of women whom we invited 
and who themselves wished to come are not with us today. Equally, there must 
be across the world many more women interested in our work with whom we have 
been unable to establish any contact at all. There are several reasons for 
these absences. Civil wars, international wars, repressive régimes, lack 

of resources, lack of communications, coups d'état. The world is filled with 


violence and wherever violence strikes, women suffer most. 


We are here to play our part in ending the violence, public and private, that 
dominates our lives. We are here, in other words, as feminists. We are here 
because we recognize that patriarchal policies oppress women wherever they may 
be. We are here because we recognize that patriarchal governments too often 
muzzle the voice of women, either by refusing to allow us to speak at all or 
by allowing us to speak only if we agree to speak with the voice of our 
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masters. 


Most of us have made sacrifices in order to come to this conference. Indeed, 
some have put our savings into making the journey half way around the world. 


For many, it is our only chance. 


Conferences in which we women, speak to each other - across our differences - 
about women's needs, about solving women's problems in ways satisfactory to 
women are never popular. They are not popular because they are subversive in 
the true sense of the word. They are not popular because we are ceasing to 


address patriarchal values and ceasing to voice patriarchal concerns. 


Patriarchal systems can stand any form of opposition except that of being 
ignored, of being treated as irrelevant. That is why it is essential here 

today that we take the little power that our common presence gives us to 

address the priorities that we establish together after a year of world-wide 
consultation. Nothing must deflect us from our purpose, for if we let 

ourselves be deflected, we shall once again be submitting to an alien and violent 


value system which we did not create and from which we suffer. 


This conference is a direct outcome of the Copenhagen Forum. Those of us who attended 


know what happened. Others probably know what the media chose to present. 


There were two meetings in Copenhagen - an official United Nations meeting of 
official government representatives - and un unofficial meeting of 8,000 feminists 
joined to discuss women's issues and the women's agenda. That is where the real 
work was done. We women exchanged information, discussed our own experiences, 
made decisions by and for ourselves, about specific actions we could take. We 


chose to say that we would run our lives. 


This conference is one of those actions. We cannot yet change the course of 
world events. We can discuss ways of strengthening our own work as teachers 
and researchers in order to implement small changes in our respective worlds. 
And when there are enough small changes, then we shall have the momentum to move on. 


We have the power of knowledge. We have the responsibility to use that knowledge 
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in the ways and for the purposes that will most advance women everywhere. 


325 of you accepted the invitation to this working meeting. We shall make 
recommendations to ourselves, to each other, as outlined in the statement of 
purpose. Plans are already being made by the different regional groups which 
met on Friday morning. Many of these groups continued the discussion on 
Friday afternoon and several others plan to meet again today. Then on 
Tuesday afternoon, tomorrow, in this room, there will be an interregional 
meeting where we will share our plans with each other. Where we may 


discuss interregional projects for collaboration. 


Our agenda this morning is one of the most important of the conference: it 
concerns the link between research and action. This is one of the sessions 
that most of you asked for in response to our request for suggestions on the 


content of the programme. 


I know you are all anxious to get to work and will therefore turn the meting 


over to the chair of this session, Madame Oulimata Dia. 


